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Our Parish Family Grows

We are

x 889 Active families

This past year we shared the joy of:

X 66 Baptisms
x 45 First Eucharist
x 47 Confirmations

We celebrated

x 8 Marriages

We mourned

x 20 Deatls
Pastor
Rev. James B. FlynriPhD.

Guest Priests

Rev. Anthony Penna
Rev. Daniel Kennelly



Parish Leadership

Parish Council
Under the leadership of Frank Landtiye Parish Councgerves as an advisory board to the pastor in all
matters concernindné Parish of St. Matthew, working very closely with our pastor in many aspects to
continue our growth and viability as a faith community. Members of the Parish Council include
representatives from the Finance Committee, Music and Worship, ChristianeS€auaily Life, Youth
Ministry, Religious Education, Ecumenism and Social.

Father Flynn Paul Ciminoi Religious Ed Board
Leslie Elkins Kristin Merrill T Religious Ed
Karen FournierYouth Ministry Helen McManus

David Hamachkr - Family Frank Landry (Chair)

Jonathan BezdegidnMusic Barbara Murphy Finance

Suzanne McGourtySecretary
Finance Canmittee
Underthe leadership afohn Howardthe Finance&Committee isan advisory body to the pastor and
operates urgl the guidelines established by the Diocese of Worcester. The Committee is primarily
responsible for monitoring all the financial operations of our parish.

Father Flynn Jen Burns
Steve Glynn John Grieco
John Howard (Chair) John McCabe
John Moymhan Barbara Murphy

Religious Education Board
Under the leadership of Paul Cimirtbe Religious Education Boaislan advisory body to the Dirext
of Religious Education

Maria Casal Paul Cimino (Chair)
Amy Comcowich Jackie DiBuono
Karen Fournier John Hurley

Randy Kramer Sharon McCabe
SwanneMcGourty Kristin Merrill
Mary OOBrien Julie Osetek

Parish Staff
Nancy Falconi Parish Secretary
JonatharBezdegiari Director of Music
Leo Racing Contemporary Music
Kristin Merrill 7 Director of Religious Education
Amy Comcowichi Associate Director of Religious Ed
Mary Kelleri Admin Assistant for ReligiosiEd
Barbara Jandrui Southborouglrood Pantry
Barbara Murphy Sacristan
George Hubley andincent Keané Maintenance
Kim Tynani Coordinator ofSafe Environment and Protection of Children
TonyandJoan Provencal anbhn andChristine Vozella Baptismal Catechists
Cathy and David Hamachér~amily Life
Mark Polny and Karen FournigéiYouth Ministry



Each year it is our pleasute share with you the highlights of our annual reporttierprevias fiscal

year- September 215 to August 206. Each year, the parish is required to submit a full report to the

Bi shopds adbnfainsdimanciaivinfoimation based on the budget of the pabsise finalized,

the budget, along with this report, will be posted to our web site. Weuadsmle the diocese statistics

for census, sacrameydand accounting information for their plang purposes. In the interest of
transparency and clarity, the reporting of fiscal budgets for all parishes and institutions is made available
to its members.

While this report contains a summary of our financial situation, it is a broader review cfraalr Ife.

Over time, we have found that some parishioners are not familiar with who we are or what we do.
Within these pages you will find an easyread synopsis of information about staff members, Parish
and Finance Councils, ministry work, and ghrlife along with financial information. Thank you for
your interest anthking the time to read about St. Matthew Parish. We appreciate your interest in the
matters of your Parish.

Finance Committee Report

We closed the most recent fiscal yeaded August 31, 2@with operating receipts exceeding
disbursements byl®6,000, compared to a surplus in the prior year#f@00.

Theincrease inthesurplus is due primarily to an increaseumrestricted gifts and donations during the
most recentiscal year. Of course, we anticipate that our expenses will continue to increase in fiscal
2017, so we hope to see continued offertory growth in the coming year. Please be as generous as you
possibly can in this regard.

We held a successful Parish lmpement Fund Drive in fisc&l016, raisingb42,00Q which pays for
capital improvementsDuring fiscal year 2016, we made significantechnology upgradesnstalleda
new backup generatorremoved a large number of treegpgraded outandscaping, and prmed
somepreliminary planning for expansiaand renovatiomf our worship space

We also raised@,000 this past year through scholarship donations and fundraising events, and
distributed$24,000in collegescholarships to our graduating high sdhseniors.

We continue to operate without any debt, and we ended the fiscal year \8di9,8Q0 in operating net
assets and savings on deposit with the Diocese of Worcester Expansion Fund.



St. Matthew's Church
Statements of Receipts and Disbursements

For The Years Ended August 31, 2016, 2015 & 2014

OPERATING RESULTS

Receipts

Parish Collections

Religious Education Income
Contributions

Other Income

Diocesan & Other Special Collecti

Total Receipts From Operations

Disbursements

Salaries - Priests

Salaries - Lay Employees

Fringe Benefits

Church Operating Expenses

Parish Center Operating Expenses
Rectory Expenses

Repairs & Maintenance

Religious Education

Youth Ministry And Other Programs, Net
Parish Administrative

Diocesan And Other Special Collections

Total Disbursements For Operatio

Operating Receipts Over (Under) Disbursements

OTHER RESULTS

Receipts

Parish Improvement Fut

Investment Income

Net Proceeds From Scholarship Events
Scholarship Donations

Total Other Receipts

Disbursements

Parish Improvements
Scholarships
Extraordinary Expenses

Total Other Disbursements

Other Receipts Over (Under) Other Disbursements

TOTAL RESULTS

Total Receipts Over (Under) Disbursements

Operating Net Assets And DEF Deposits At Beginning Of Year

Operating Net Assets And DEF Deposits At End Of Year

2016 2015 2014
552,687 551,350 548,29¢
34,833 36,270 37,141
86,043 35,471 40,27¢
1,822 19,273 3,107
51,181 30,60¢€ 35,244
726,567 672,971 664,07C
48,326 48,788 48,542
193,886 187,328 173,58¢
66,354 63,975 59,93€
111,520 124,446 102,90¢€
18,214 21,284 19,05¢
33,780 40,065 35,917
12,580 16,135 20,654
18,995 16,070 22,528
6,527 18,044 9,566
38,914 28,571 34,033
51,181 30,936 36,31¢
600,276 595,644 563,047
126,291 77,327 101,02z
42,525 43,215 47,76C
27,018 23,055 19,87C
30,564 12,457 20,688
33,443 7,396 30,73C
133,550 86,122 119,04¢
50,143 11,017 0
23,500 21,100 26,00C
0 19,087 23,137
73,643 51,204 49,137
59,907 34,918 69,912
186,197 112,245 170,93t
1,163,241 1,050,996 880,061
1,349,438 1,163,241 1,050,99¢



Education and Youth Ministries

Religious Education

During this past year we provided monthly grade level religious education for 329 children in
grades one through eight. There were 45 dedicated catechists who worked with these children. In our
high school program, there were an additional 154 young patipleding the two semesters of
instruction in their choice of format. They registered to attend a series of five Sunday evenings or two
half-day programs per semester. The curriculum that guided the instruction was Catholic Essentials.

Our Little Churtr School program continues to draw in our young families with preschool aged
children. This past year there were on average 18 children attending the monthly program that teaches
about Godés |l ove for wus, how s pheChurehl Wewencladed ar e
the year with our traditional May procession and crowning of Mary in the grotto behind the church.

At the conclusion of our sacramental preparation processes, we celebrated the sacrament of
Penance during Advent and Eucharisfpril and May with 45 of our second and third graders. This
was preceded by class sessions and a AFamily Re
Confirmation was celebrated by 53 candidates and their sponsors at the Cathedral of Saint Paul in
Worcester as part of a regionalization of Confirmation celebrations by the Diocese. Saint Matthew
confirmandi joined other young people from St. Anne in Southborough and St. Bernadette in
Northborough to be anointed with Holy Oil by Bishop McManus. This catein was preceded by a
Rite of Sendinthe week before Confirmation and bRée of Welcoming Backnd reception the week
after Confirmation. These rites were held at Masses at our own parish.

The Liturgy of the Word with children between the agefivef and twelve continues yeaound
at both the 9:00 and 11:00 Masses.

We continue to train all of our program volunteers for child safety issues and to keep our CORI
form information current according to the standardsufdiocese.




Youth Ministry

Youth Ministry is comprised of a dedicated group of compassionate and giving high school and middle
school youth who are committed to serving St. Matthew Parish as well as their local community. Some
of the many activities the youth participated in thast year included monthly leadership meetings and
monthly days of service. The service activities involved work at the Respite Center, at Bethany House
and Dismas House, as well as the organization of a Thanksgiving Food Basket drive for the parish and
the Pernet Center. Additionally, the youth assisted with Christmas in the City (a Holiday party for the
homeless in Boston), the Juniors Helping Seniors Program, the St. Francis Coat Drive, the Super Bowl

of Caring, a Parish babysitting day at Christmgsarmsh Easter Egg Hunt. The second Sunday of the
month the six o0o6clock Mass is a Youth Gifted Ma
various liturgicalministries as lectors, Eucharistic Ministers and ushérs.youth ministry continuest

host A1l5 minutes with Godo every Wednesday even
take a few minutes during the middle of the week to nurture their faith. This program continues to be a
great success.

The highlight of the Youth Minisyryear was the annual Mission Trip to Mississippi in Jdiize Youth

Ministry brought sixtyfour youth and twelve adults to Mississippi to continue their ministry to the poor

and needy living along the Gulf Coadthis year marked the 13th trip to thear Seashore United

Methodist Assembly in Biloxi, MS hosted our group this yeBne youth and adults spent the week
cleaningpainting,landscaping, clearing debris and building as well as working at a local Soup Kitchen.
Each evening provided the gno with opportunity for prayer and reflection and an ability to share their

faith experienceThe St. Matthew Youth Ministry group was an inspiration as they truly lived their
faitheachdayPl ans are already underwa?y for next year:q
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Basketball Team

St Matthew sponsored three basketball teams for our high school students. The teams played in

the diocesan progna, and had fun while working hard in this competitive league. We are

grateful to Denise Howard for organiziagd managing theeamsand are proud of the

commitmentthatour kids and coaches give to the parish. All three teams made it to the playoffs,

andone of ourB teamswon theChampionshipThis year, for the first time, we also sponsored a

girl sé basketball team. It was organized by
t h

O6Brien. The girlsdé team also made it to e

Division B champions- February 2016
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Softball Team

St Matthew sponsored one softball team t hat
League which is played at Woodward School. Several of our young adult parishioners
participated and were very dedicated to tlarteTheir hard work paid off by earning a26

record leading to a 1st place finish in regular season play. The team won their first 5 playoff
games as well, but eventually lost in the Championship and finished in 2nd place for the
seasonCongratulationso our young men!!

Took 2nd place in the Southboro Men's Softball League August 2016

Juniors Helping Seniors

The Juniors Helping Seniors Progréecan in 2009 The program provides various indoor and
outdoor jobs to thésenior$of St. MatthewsPar i sh by the &éjuniorsdé o
Over the past years we opened it up to high school and middle school youth and we have a
wonderful group of kidsWe basically help with anything from light yard work, Christmas
decorations, moving boxgegarage cleanup, etc.

Over the past years, this program has been well received by the seniors in our parish. There
have been many new friendships formed between our seniors and teens. The seniors are very
appreciative of the work and the teens redlmegreat satisfaction of serving those who need a

little help.We have been blessed to have so many generous youthpgaralr that areo

willing to give back to their parish and community.
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Adult Education

Various programs are offered throughoutyear to promote a further education or
enrichment of our faith as adults.

BETHEL ADULT BIBLE STUDY --The Bethel Bible Series is completing its sixth year

at St. Matthew having graduated three classes of students. The program is an overview of the
Bibl e from Genesis to Revelation, designed to
of salvation and meet the Christ of the Scriptures.

The Bethel Bible Series is a twear program, the first focusing on the Old Testament and the
second on thtlew Testament. Each year participants receive a separate binder and twenty
lessons to help guide their reading. Also, each year is divided into threevssslesemesters
that are scheduled not to compete with the Thanksgiving/Christmas holidays oeisumm
vacations.

In 2016, the Bible study, with eighteen students, focused on the New Testament and completed
this study in October. In late January a new class will be offered exploring the Old Testament.

Richard Cunningham, a certified Bethel Bible i8giinstructor, leads the class.

Ultimately, the goal of the program can be
Bl essing. 0

RCIA i The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, and is an engaging program for
individuals who desire to leamore about the Catholic Faith. The program is a gradual
process paced at the needs of the individual. RCIA welcomes anyone who seeks to be
baptized into the Catholic Church. In addition, RCIA welcomes individuals who are
baptized Catholics and have neveceived Fist Communion, First Reconciliation, or
Confirmation.

The RCIA process at St. Matthew Parish is ongoing throutgdach church year and has

been active since 199%his year we welcomed two new members into the Chuptbase
contact the Pa&sh office at 5084852285 if you are interested in this program.
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Church Ministries

Pre-Cana and Couple to Couple Ministry

Pre-Cana and Couple to Couple Ministryhas been under the direction of David & Cathy

Hamacher since 1995. Thisar the team welcomed three new couples who joined Deirdre &

Matt Berger, Fr. Flynn, and the Hamachers as presenters at our annGalnareonference:

Mary & Dan OO0Bri en; Mary & Jeff Walsh; Chris

Twelve couples were prepared for a Hiene of marriage during the day long interactive
conference. Presenting couples shared their married life experiences and guided participants
through structured exercises that provided learning insights to the engaged c@pestilling

out the criticalfeedback forms, participants acknowledged their satisfaction by awarding a 92%
rating!

Childrenés Liturgy of the Wor

The Childrenés Liturgy of tshripturd¥eithdadings a spec
f rom t hesLettonatyly e leigh 8bhool or adult LectarAfter the Opening Prayer

at the 9am and 11am Masses, the children ag&sase invited to go downstairs for their

readings. The readings are brought alive for the childsamg methods that include drama,

props, and interactive holyistyle. The children return to their families in the Church at the

Prayer of the Faithful. This ministry is conducted all year.

Music Ministry

We continue to have an active addudzepraydrandr he
meditation sevice during Advent and LenOne of our cants, Megan Chenaillsvill help

continue this new tradition at St. Matthewsdwill be selecting the music, coordinating readers,

and scheduling the Taize services during EYTlhe dates have not yet been sat\aill be

announced in the bulletin; please watch for the detdiésy may have noticed that the piano has

been moved to the choir loft. The benefit is we get to hear piano music more often.

Eucharistic Adoration

The Eucharist was eloquently descriliydthe late John Paul 1l as the greatest mystery of

love, the heart of the world, our most precious possession, inexhaustible source of
holiness, and food for our journey. The Euc
the world on a daily basidBecause we celebrate the Eucharist every Sunday, repetition

can dull our appreciation of this awesome mystery. We can deepen our love and

understanding of this wonderful gift by taking time regularly to adore Jesus in the

Eucharist. A special opportupitor adoration is available every First Friday of the month.

Mass is celebrated at 8:00AKbjlowed by Adoratiorfrom 8:30 AM until noon.
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Bereavement

Sadly over the past ye@idovember 2031 October 206) the following parish members passed
away. Plase keep them and their families in your prayers as they heal from their loss.

James B. Loftus
Peter DiRico
Anthony DeCollibus
Alvin J. Lapina
Andrew A. Dragomani
Susan Quinn
Gilda Mary Sonsini
Rosari o OO0ONeill
Robert P. Cadogan, Sr.
Jeamette L. Young
Maureen A. Zoda
Jeffrey E. Flynn
Beverly Ann Fallon
Ann Marie Dockstader
Patricia Marie Dagle
Jeffrey J. Merloni
Rena B. Zanella

Mary L. Rhodes
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Soaal Justiceand Social Ministries
Outreach

St . Mat t h e wd sommunityrard deydnd inctudegnited Parishesf
SouthboroughSouthboroughFed Pant r y, Ou DisnfasHolise, Ménsto Ta b | e,
Mom, Ministry to the Sick, Charitable Suppoandother emergencsupport as needed

United Parishes of Southborough In addition to supporting the Southborough Food Pantry,

the United Parishes of Southborough organizes Ecumenical worship events such as the Lenten
Series, the Sunrise Easter Service, and the Thanksgiving Sefviese celebrations are

important opportuniés to draw the congregations of St. Matthew's, St. Anne's, First Community
Church, Pilgrim Church, and St. Mark's Episcopal Church together as a community.of faith

Southborough Food Pantryi The Southborough Food Pantry is a social action outreach

mission of the United Parishes of Southborough and was started in 1989. The United Parishes of
Southborough is a 501(c)3 npnofit corporation and is now made up of five churches; Pilgrim
Church, St. Marés Church, St. Angls Parish, St. Matthew's Parish dfidst Community

Church. The Food Pantry has always been at Pilgrim Chiihere are currently 64 Family

units consisting of 130 people using the Pantry.

While the nowfive Church Communities, the Town's schools, and the Boy Scout Drive are far
and awaythe largest, continuous, supporters of the Food Pantry, we also receive donations from

individuals, and a few | ocal b8sbnesagsfolhe
added greatly to our supplies for the winter. Smiling Kids, Inc. providesdaiy Gift
Certificates for the children. St. Anneds Gi

provides clothing, backpacks, etc.

Monetary gifts are also gratefully received and enable us to purchase food and other items not
usually donated With this money we purchased and gave out gift certificates facilitating the
purchase of fresh food and other items not handled at the Pantry. Monetary donations also
enable us to purchase food from our partners at the Worcester County Food Bamksb8hy

at greatly reduced prices and keep our shelves stocked during the times when food donations
drop off. Continuingdonations of foodAND money are critical to our mission. We also use the
monetary donations to offer one time heat cost assistance tegular clients.

The Pantry is open twice a week, on Tuesday nights fr@®¥ and on Friday Mornings from
10-11. Each church has a Food Pantry Coordinator and a handful of volunteers who staff the
Pantry on a rotating basis once every five weeks.

OQur Vol unt eer s f PaSchoBn Elaindotineyh AwEfendaStewe Davis,
Maura Goodney, Sharon Shoemaker, Janine Graf and Sandra Adigiaselp is eeded and
very much appreciated.

We would like to use this Annual Report to sdyi@Thank Y oU for all the gifts of time and
effort made by the Pantry Volunteers and for your continuing support.
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Our Fat heirOordathers @dble (OFT) provides dinners at the New Hope Church at
204 Main St.in Marlborough to members of our community in néfed; individual who

shows up is served a full hot meal including seconds and deb&any area congregations
taketurns preparing and serving the meals three evenings a \B¢ellatthew provides meals
approximately 8 times during the year including the Thanksgiving méalnteers prepare

the food ahead of time; serve the meal at OFT or both cook & séfeevelmme any new
volunteers to assist with our ministry.

Dismas Housdé Each month Dan Congdon along with high school youth prepare a meal for
the clients of Dismas HousPismas House is aalfway house located in Worcester.

Mom to Mom i Mom to Mom is a safe place for Christian moms to sliae joys and
frustrations of motherhood. It provides an oasis in the frenzied weeks of busy moms and is a
time of encouragement, instruction, and support.

Ministry to the Sick T The mission of the Ministry to the Sick is to visit the sick, infirmedi an
the elderly in their homes, hospitals, or nursing homes, praying with them and bringing the
Eucharist. There are currentyur ministers Richard CunninghanChrista Brady,Sr. Ursula
Tisdall, and Jennifer Burnsho regularly visit those in need. Tequest a visit, please contact
the church office. New volunteers to this ministry are always welcomed.

Charitable Supporti St . Matt hewds supports sever al c hal

holiday seasoin St. Francis Hase Clothing DrivePernet CenteFhanksgiving food
Glen Mary Missiongift cards and thePernet CenteGiving Tree at Christmas.

Social Activities

The Coffee Committeel Coffee Hour is a casual, social gathering after the 9:00 and/or 11:00
mass. It is generally held once a month friéeptember through May and hosted by parish

families and groups within Saint Matthew's Church. Hosts supply the food while the paper
products, coffee, tea and hot chocokateprovided by the church. Activities may be planned

for the smaller children &offee Hour such as coloring pages and face painting. Everyone is
invited to attend Coffee Hour. Come meet new parishioners and reconnect with old friends! Sign
up for Coffee Hour can be made by emailing Marybeth Rileyatbethriley@verizomet

St . Patri ckéBadDmyyddmnenr the Saturadaner cl oses

is served (for a nominal fee). The meal includes, of course, corned beef and cabbage with
all the usual side dishes. &lirish bread and barley soup are terrific.

Scholarship Fund Activities

Each year we have two events that support the St Maish®eholarship Fund: a Wine
Tasting evenand the Annual Golf Tournament.

Wine Tastingi The addition of beer and the charigdapas (small plates) has been a big
success. We change tfuod, wine, and beer each yearthere is always something new.
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The 5050 raffle, balloons, and silent auction all contributed to a financial suagass

this yearMark your calendars for éhnext Wine/Beer Tasting evéniMarch25", 201 7!

Golf Tournament - Likewise the #"" Annual Golf Tournament had a great taut, our
largestever. Raffles were drawn while the players played; the Silent Auction was finalized
during desserBeautiful weaher contributedo anothesizeabledonation to the

Scholarship Fund

Many thanks to all who support each of these events.

2016 Scholarship Recipients

This year D of our high school seniors, who have shown commitment to the parish and
their faith, wee benefactors of your generosity. The recipients and the college they are
attending follow.

Anne Campbell University of Dayton

Amanda DeBonee University of Massachusetts

Annie Dumas QuimipiacUniversity
Liam Ford College of Charleston

Brooks Gingrich University of Pennsylvania

Anna Grieco lona College
Matthew Griffin University of Rhode Island
Will Jordan Hamilton College

Victoria LaGasse Worcester State University

Samantha Leone Roger Williams University

Charlie Lyons Middlesex Community College

Cameron Marcoulier
Matthew McEvoy
Alex Osetek

Joey Polny

Thomas Polutchko
Garrett Powers
Sara M. Powers
Spencer Rabidou

Joseph Sullivan

Marist College

Universiyy of New Hampshire
Santa Clara University

Wentworth Institute

Carnegie Mellon University
Quinsigamond Community College
Worcester State University
University of Masachusetts, Lowell

University of Colorado at Boulder
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