Saint Matthew Parish
Southborough, MA
2016 Parish Annual Report
Our parish is a Catholic faith community proclaiming
Christ’s message in word and action.

Parish Web Address
www.stmatthewcatholic-southboro.org
Parish email
office@stmatthewsb.org
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Our Parish Family Grows
We are:
 889 Active families

This past year we shared the joy of:
 66 Baptisms
 45 First Eucharist
 47 Confirmations

We celebrated:
 8

Marriages

We mourned:
 20 Deaths

Pastor
Rev. James B. Flynn, PhD.
Guest Priests
Rev. Anthony Penna
Rev. Daniel Kennelly
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Parish Leadership
Parish Council
Under the leadership of Frank Landry, the Parish Council serves as an advisory board to the pastor in all
matters concerning the Parish of St. Matthew, working very closely with our pastor in many aspects to
continue our growth and viability as a faith community. Members of the Parish Council include
representatives from the Finance Committee, Music and Worship, Christian Service, Family Life, Youth
Ministry, Religious Education, Ecumenism and Social.
Father Flynn
Paul Cimino – Religious Ed Board
Leslie Elkins
Kristin Merrill – Religious Ed
Karen Fournier- Youth Ministry
Helen McManus
David Hamacher - Family
Frank Landry (Chair)
Jonathan Bezdegian – Music
Barbara Murphy - Finance
Suzanne McGourty- Secretary

Finance Committee
Under the leadership of John Howard, the Finance Committee is an advisory body to the pastor and
operates under the guidelines established by the Diocese of Worcester. The Committee is primarily
responsible for monitoring all the financial operations of our parish.
Father Flynn
Jen Burns
Steve Glynn
John Grieco
John Howard (Chair)
John McCabe
John Moynihan
Barbara Murphy

Religious Education Board
Under the leadership of Paul Cimino, the Religious Education Board is an advisory body to the Director
of Religious Education.
Maria Casal
Paul Cimino (Chair)
Amy Comcowich
Jackie DiBuono
Karen Fournier
John Hurley
Randy Kramer
Sharon McCabe
Suzanne McGourty
Kristin Merrill
Mary O’Brien
Julie Osetek

Parish Staff
Nancy Falconi – Parish Secretary
Jonathan Bezdegian – Director of Music
Leo Racine – Contemporary Music
Kristin Merrill – Director of Religious Education
Amy Comcowich – Associate Director of Religious Ed
Mary Keller – Admin Assistant for Religious Ed
Barbara Jandrue – Southborough Food Pantry
Barbara Murphy – Sacristan
George Hubley and Vincent Keane – Maintenance
Kim Tynan – Coordinator of Safe Environment and Protection of Children
Tony and Joan Provencal and John and Christine Vozella – Baptismal Catechists
Cathy and David Hamacher – Family Life
Mark Polny and Karen Fournier –Youth Ministry
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Each year it is our pleasure to share with you the highlights of our annual report for the previous fiscal
year - September 2015 to August 2016. Each year, the parish is required to submit a full report to the
Bishop’s office, which contains financial information based on the budget of the parish. Once finalized,
the budget, along with this report, will be posted to our web site. We also provide the diocese statistics
for census, sacraments and accounting information for their planning purposes. In the interest of
transparency and clarity, the reporting of fiscal budgets for all parishes and institutions is made available
to its members.
While this report contains a summary of our financial situation, it is a broader review of our parish life.
Over time, we have found that some parishioners are not familiar with who we are or what we do.
Within these pages you will find an easy-to-read synopsis of information about staff members, Parish
and Finance Councils, ministry work, and parish life along with financial information. Thank you for
your interest and taking the time to read about St. Matthew Parish. We appreciate your interest in the
matters of your Parish.

Finance Committee Report
We closed the most recent fiscal year ended August 31, 2016 with operating receipts exceeding
disbursements by $126,000, compared to a surplus in the prior year of $77,000.
The increase in the surplus is due primarily to an increase in unrestricted gifts and donations during the
most recent fiscal year. Of course, we anticipate that our expenses will continue to increase in fiscal
2017, so we hope to see continued offertory growth in the coming year. Please be as generous as you
possibly can in this regard.
We held a successful Parish Improvement Fund Drive in fiscal 2016, raising $42,000, which pays for
capital improvements. During fiscal year 2016, we made significant technology upgrades, installed a
new back-up generator, removed a large number of trees, upgraded our landscaping, and performed
some preliminary planning for expansion and renovation of our worship space.
We also raised $64,000 this past year through scholarship donations and fundraising events, and
distributed $24,000 in college scholarships to our graduating high school seniors.
We continue to operate without any debt, and we ended the fiscal year with $1,349,000 in operating net
assets and savings on deposit with the Diocese of Worcester Expansion Fund.
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St. Matthew's Church
Statements of Receipts and Disbursements
For The Years Ended August 31, 2016, 2015 & 2014
OPERATING RESULTS
2016

2015

2014

Parish Collections
Religious Education Income
Contributions
Other Income
Diocesan & Other Special Collections

552,687
34,833
86,043
1,822
51,181

551,350
36,270
35,471
19,273
30,606

548,299
37,141
40,279
3,107
35,244

Total Receipts From Operations

726,567

672,971

664,070

Salaries - Priests
Salaries - Lay Employees
Fringe Benefits
Church Operating Expenses
Parish Center Operating Expenses
Rectory Expenses
Repairs & Maintenance
Religious Education
Youth Ministry And Other Programs, Net
Parish Administrative
Diocesan And Other Special Collections

48,326
193,886
66,354
111,520
18,214
33,780
12,580
18,995
6,527
38,914
51,181

48,788
187,328
63,975
124,446
21,284
40,065
16,135
16,070
18,044
28,571
30,936

48,542
173,589
59,936
102,906
19,059
35,917
20,654
22,525
9,566
34,033
36,319

Total Disbursements For Operations

600,276

595,644

563,047

Operating Receipts Over (Under) Disbursements

126,291

77,327

101,023

42,525
27,018
30,564
33,443

43,215
23,055
12,457
7,396

47,760
19,870
20,688
30,730

133,550

86,122

119,049

Parish Improvements
Scholarships
Extraordinary Expenses

50,143
23,500
0

11,017
21,100
19,087

0
26,000
23,137

Total Other Disbursements

73,643

51,204

49,137

Other Receipts Over (Under) Other Disbursements

59,907

34,918

69,912

186,197

112,245

170,935

Operating Net Assets And DEF Deposits At Beginning Of Year

1,163,241

1,050,996

880,061

Operating Net Assets And DEF Deposits At End Of Year

1,349,438

1,163,241

1,050,996

Receipts

Disbursements

OTHER RESULTS
Receipts
Parish Improvement Fund
Investment Income
Net Proceeds From Scholarship Events
Scholarship Donations
Total Other Receipts
Disbursements

TOTAL RESULTS
Total Receipts Over (Under) Disbursements
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Education and Youth Ministries
Religious Education
During this past year we provided monthly grade level religious education for 329 children in
grades one through eight. There were 45 dedicated catechists who worked with these children. In our
high school program, there were an additional 154 young people attending the two semesters of
instruction in their choice of format. They registered to attend a series of five Sunday evenings or two
half-day programs per semester. The curriculum that guided the instruction was Catholic Essentials.
Our Little Church School program continues to draw in our young families with preschool aged
children. This past year there were on average 18 children attending the monthly program that teaches
about God’s love for us, how special we all are, and the various seasons of the Church. We concluded
the year with our traditional May procession and crowning of Mary in the grotto behind the church.
At the conclusion of our sacramental preparation processes, we celebrated the sacrament of
Penance during Advent and Eucharist in April and May with 45 of our second and third graders. This
was preceded by class sessions and a “Family Retreat” for each sacrament. The sacrament of
Confirmation was celebrated by 53 candidates and their sponsors at the Cathedral of Saint Paul in
Worcester as part of a regionalization of Confirmation celebrations by the Diocese. Saint Matthew
confirmandi joined other young people from St. Anne in Southborough and St. Bernadette in
Northborough to be anointed with Holy Oil by Bishop McManus. This celebration was preceded by a
Rite of Sending the week before Confirmation and by a Rite of Welcoming Back and reception the week
after Confirmation. These rites were held at Masses at our own parish.
The Liturgy of the Word with children between the ages of five and twelve continues year-round
at both the 9:00 and 11:00 Masses.
We continue to train all of our program volunteers for child safety issues and to keep our CORI
form information current according to the standards of our diocese.
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Youth Ministry
Youth Ministry is comprised of a dedicated group of compassionate and giving high school and middle
school youth who are committed to serving St. Matthew Parish as well as their local community. Some
of the many activities the youth participated in this past year included monthly leadership meetings and
monthly days of service. The service activities involved work at the Respite Center, at Bethany House
and Dismas House, as well as the organization of a Thanksgiving Food Basket drive for the parish and
the Pernet Center. Additionally, the youth assisted with Christmas in the City (a Holiday party for the
homeless in Boston), the Juniors Helping Seniors Program, the St. Francis Coat Drive, the Super Bowl
of Caring, a Parish babysitting day at Christmas, a parish Easter Egg Hunt. The second Sunday of the
month the six o’clock Mass is a Youth Gifted Mass at which middle and high school youth fulfill the
various liturgical ministries as lectors, Eucharistic Ministers and ushers. The youth ministry continues to
host “15 minutes with God” every Wednesday evening for middle and high school youth who want to
take a few minutes during the middle of the week to nurture their faith. This program continues to be a
great success.
The highlight of the Youth Ministry year was the annual Mission Trip to Mississippi in July. The Youth
Ministry brought sixty-four youth and twelve adults to Mississippi to continue their ministry to the poor
and needy living along the Gulf Coast. This year marked the 13th trip to the area. Seashore United
Methodist Assembly in Biloxi, MS hosted our group this year. The youth and adults spent the week
cleaning, painting, landscaping, clearing debris and building as well as working at a local Soup Kitchen.
Each evening provided the group with opportunity for prayer and reflection and an ability to share their
faith experience. The St. Matthew Youth Ministry group was an inspiration as they truly lived their
faith each day. Plans are already underway for next year’s trip in July of 2017.

Constructing a house in MS
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Ms. Lorraine & her new walkway

Pictures above are from this year’s Mississippi trip
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Basketball Team
St Matthew sponsored three basketball teams for our high school students. The teams played in
the diocesan program, and had fun while working hard in this competitive league. We are
grateful to Denise Howard for organizing and managing the teams, and are proud of the
commitment that our kids and coaches give to the parish. All three teams made it to the playoffs,
and one of our B teams won the Championship. This year, for the first time, we also sponsored a
girls’ basketball team. It was organized by Barb Beek and coached by Joe Beek and Dan
O’Brien. The girls’ team also made it to the finals.

Division B champions- February 2016
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Softball Team
St Matthew sponsored one softball team that participated in the Southborough Men’s Softball
League which is played at Woodward School. Several of our young adult parishioners
participated and were very dedicated to the team. Their hard work paid off by earning a 16-2
record leading to a 1st place finish in regular season play. The team won their first 5 playoff
games as well, but eventually lost in the Championship and finished in 2nd place for the
season. Congratulations to our young men!!

Took 2nd place in the Southboro Men's Softball League - August 2016

Juniors Helping Seniors
The Juniors Helping Seniors Program began in 2009. The program provides various indoor and
outdoor jobs to the ‘seniors’ of St. Matthew’s Parish by the ‘juniors’ or teens in our parish.
Over the past 4 years we opened it up to high school and middle school youth and we have a
wonderful group of kids! We basically help with anything from light yard work, Christmas
decorations, moving boxes, garage cleanup, etc.
Over the past 7 years, this program has been well received by the seniors in our parish. There
have been many new friendships formed between our seniors and teens. The seniors are very
appreciative of the work and the teens realize the great satisfaction of serving those who need a
little help. We have been blessed to have so many generous youth in our parish that are so
willing to give back to their parish and community.
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Adult Education
Various programs are offered throughout the year to promote a further education or
enrichment of our faith as adults.

BETHEL ADULT BIBLE STUDY--The Bethel Bible Series is completing its sixth year
at St. Matthew having graduated three classes of students. The program is an overview of the
Bible from Genesis to Revelation, designed to help the participant better understand God’s plan
of salvation and meet the Christ of the Scriptures.
The Bethel Bible Series is a two-year program, the first focusing on the Old Testament and the
second on the New Testament. Each year participants receive a separate binder and twenty
lessons to help guide their reading. Also, each year is divided into three, seven-week semesters
that are scheduled not to compete with the Thanksgiving/Christmas holidays or summer
vacations.
In 2016, the Bible study, with eighteen students, focused on the New Testament and completed
this study in October. In late January a new class will be offered exploring the Old Testament.
Richard Cunningham, a certified Bethel Bible Series instructor, leads the class.
Ultimately, the goal of the program can be summed up in its mission statement: “Blessed to be a
Blessing.”

RCIA–The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, and is an engaging program for
individuals who desire to learn more about the Catholic Faith. The program is a gradual
process paced at the needs of the individual. RCIA welcomes anyone who seeks to be
baptized into the Catholic Church. In addition, RCIA welcomes individuals who are
baptized Catholics and have never received Fist Communion, First Reconciliation, or
Confirmation.
The RCIA process at St. Matthew Parish is ongoing throughout each church year and has
been active since 1994. This year we welcomed two new members into the Church. Please
contact the Parish office at 508-485-2285 if you are interested in this program.
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Church Ministries
Pre-Cana and Couple to Couple Ministry
Pre-Cana and Couple to Couple Ministry has been under the direction of David & Cathy
Hamacher since 1995. This year the team welcomed three new couples who joined Deirdre &
Matt Berger, Fr. Flynn, and the Hamachers as presenters at our annual Pre-Cana conference:
Mary & Dan O’Brien; Mary & Jeff Walsh; Chris & Andy Flanagan.
Twelve couples were prepared for a life-time of marriage during the day long interactive
conference. Presenting couples shared their married life experiences and guided participants
through structured exercises that provided learning insights to the engaged couples. When filling
out the critical feedback forms, participants acknowledged their satisfaction by awarding a 92%
rating!

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
The Children’s Liturgy of the Word is a special celebration of the scriptures with readings
from the Children’s Lectionary by a high school or adult Lector. After the Opening Prayer
at the 9am and 11am Masses, the children ages 5-12 are invited to go downstairs for their
readings. The readings are brought alive for the children using methods that include drama,
props, and interactive homily style. The children return to their families in the Church at the
Prayer of the Faithful. This ministry is conducted all year.

Music Ministry
We continue to have an active adult choir here at St Matthew’s. We also have a Taize prayer and
meditation service during Advent and Lent. One of our cantors, Megan Chenaille will help
continue this new tradition at St. Matthews and will be selecting the music, coordinating readers,
and scheduling the Taize services during FY17. The dates have not yet been set, but will be
announced in the bulletin; please watch for the details. Many may have noticed that the piano has
been moved to the choir loft. The benefit is we get to hear piano music more often.

Eucharistic Adoration
The Eucharist was eloquently described by the late John Paul II as the greatest mystery of
love, the heart of the world, our most precious possession, inexhaustible source of
holiness, and food for our journey. The Eucharist is where Jesus’ heart meets the needs of
the world on a daily basis. Because we celebrate the Eucharist every Sunday, repetition
can dull our appreciation of this awesome mystery. We can deepen our love and
understanding of this wonderful gift by taking time regularly to adore Jesus in the
Eucharist. A special opportunity for adoration is available every First Friday of the month.
Mass is celebrated at 8:00AM, followed by Adoration from 8:30 AM until noon.
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Bereavement
Sadly over the past year (November 2015 – October 2016) the following parish members passed
away. Please keep them and their families in your prayers as they heal from their loss.
James B. Loftus
Peter DiRico
Anthony DeCollibus
Alvin J. Lapina
Andrew A. Dragomani
Susan Quinn
Gilda Mary Sonsini
Rosario O’Neill
Robert P. Cadogan, Sr.
Jeannette L. Young
Maureen A. Zoda
Jeffrey E. Flynn
Beverly Ann Fallon
Ann Marie Dockstader
Patricia Marie Dagle
Jeffrey J. Merloni
Rena B. Zanella
Mary L. Rhodes
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Social Justice and Social Ministries
Outreach
St. Matthew’s outreach to our community and beyond includes: United Parishes of
Southborough, Southborough Food Pantry, Our Father’s Table, Dismas House, Mom to
Mom, Ministry to the Sick, Charitable Support, and other emergency support, as needed.
United Parishes of Southborough - In addition to supporting the Southborough Food Pantry,
the United Parishes of Southborough organizes Ecumenical worship events such as the Lenten
Series, the Sunrise Easter Service, and the Thanksgiving Service. These celebrations are
important opportunities to draw the congregations of St. Matthew's, St. Anne's, First Community
Church, Pilgrim Church, and St. Mark's Episcopal Church together as a community of faith.
Southborough Food Pantry – The Southborough Food Pantry is a social action outreach
mission of the United Parishes of Southborough and was started in 1989. The United Parishes of
Southborough is a 501(c)3 non-profit corporation and is now made up of five churches; Pilgrim
Church, St. Mark’s Church, St. Anne's Parish, St. Matthew's Parish and First Community
Church. The Food Pantry has always been at Pilgrim Church. There are currently 64 Family
units consisting of 130 people using the Pantry.
While the now five Church Communities, the Town's schools, and the Boy Scout Drive are far
and away the largest, continuous, supporters of the Food Pantry, we also receive donations from
individuals, and a few local businesses. The Southborough Scouts annual “Scouting for Food”
added greatly to our supplies for the winter. Smiling Kids, Inc. provides Birthday Gift
Certificates for the children. St. Anne’s Giving Tree provides for Christmas. Project Just Because
provides clothing, backpacks, etc.
Monetary gifts are also gratefully received and enable us to purchase food and other items not
usually donated. With this money we purchased and gave out gift certificates facilitating the
purchase of fresh food and other items not handled at the Pantry. Monetary donations also
enable us to purchase food from our partners at the Worcester County Food Bank in Shrewsbury
at greatly reduced prices and keep our shelves stocked during the times when food donations
drop off. Continuing donations of food AND money are critical to our mission. We also use the
monetary donations to offer one time heat cost assistance to our regular clients.
The Pantry is open twice a week, on Tuesday nights from 7-8 PM and on Friday Mornings from
10-11. Each church has a Food Pantry Coordinator and a handful of volunteers who staff the
Pantry on a rotating basis once every five weeks.
Our Volunteers from St. Matthew’s are Pat Schoon, Elaine Fortney, Ann Elfland, Steve Davis,
Maura Goodney, Sharon Shoemaker, Janine Graf and Sandra Poitras. Their help is needed and
very much appreciated.
We would like to use this Annual Report to say a big Thank You for all the gifts of time and
effort made by the Pantry Volunteers and for your continuing support.
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Our Father’s Table – Our Father's Table (OFT) provides dinners at the New Hope Church at
204 Main St.in Marlborough to members of our community in need. Any individual who
shows up is served a full hot meal including seconds and dessert. Many area congregations
take turns preparing and serving the meals three evenings a week. St. Matthew provides meals
approximately 8 times during the year including the Thanksgiving meal. Volunteers prepare
the food ahead of time; serve the meal at OFT or both cook & serve. We welcome any new
volunteers to assist with our ministry.
Dismas House – Each month Dan Congdon along with high school youth prepare a meal for
the clients of Dismas House. Dismas House is a halfway house located in Worcester.
Mom to Mom – Mom to Mom is a safe place for Christian moms to share the joys and
frustrations of motherhood. It provides an oasis in the frenzied weeks of busy moms and is a
time of encouragement, instruction, and support.
Ministry to the Sick – The mission of the Ministry to the Sick is to visit the sick, infirmed, and
the elderly in their homes, hospitals, or nursing homes, praying with them and bringing the
Eucharist. There are currently four ministers, Richard Cunningham, Christa Brady, Sr. Ursula
Tisdall, and Jennifer Burns, who regularly visit those in need. To request a visit, please contact
the church office. New volunteers to this ministry are always welcomed.
Charitable Support – St. Matthew’s supports several charities, primarily during the
holiday season – St. Francis House Clothing Drive, Pernet Center Thanksgiving food,
Glen Mary Missions gift cards, and the Pernet Center Giving Tree at Christmas.

Social Activities
The Coffee Committee – Coffee Hour is a casual, social gathering after the 9:00 and/or 11:00
mass. It is generally held once a month from September through May and hosted by parish
families and groups within Saint Matthew's Church. Hosts supply the food while the paper
products, coffee, tea and hot chocolate are provided by the church. Activities may be planned
for the smaller children at Coffee Hour such as coloring pages and face painting. Everyone is
invited to attend Coffee Hour. Come meet new parishioners and reconnect with old friends! Sign
up for Coffee Hour can be made by emailing Marybeth Riley at marybethriley@verizon.net.
St. Patrick’s Day Dinner -- Each year on the Saturday closest to St Patrick’s Day a dinner
is served (for a nominal fee). The meal includes, of course, corned beef and cabbage with
all the usual side dishes. The Irish bread and barley soup are terrific.

Scholarship Fund Activities
Each year we have two events that support the St Matthew’s Scholarship Fund: a Wine
Tasting event and the Annual Golf Tournament.
Wine Tasting – The addition of beer and the change to tapas (small plates) has been a big
success. We change the food, wine, and beer each year so there is always something new.
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The 50-50 raffle, balloons, and silent auction all contributed to a financial success again
this year. Mark your calendars for the next Wine/Beer Tasting event—March 25th, 2017!!
Golf Tournament - Likewise the 14th Annual Golf Tournament had a great turnout, our
largest ever. Raffles were drawn while the players played; the Silent Auction was finalized
during dessert. Beautiful weather contributed to another sizeable donation to the
Scholarship Fund.
Many thanks to all who support each of these events.

2016 Scholarship Recipients
This year 20 of our high school seniors, who have shown commitment to the parish and
their faith, were benefactors of your generosity. The recipients and the college they are
attending follow.
Anne Campbell

University of Dayton

Amanda DeBonee

University of Massachusetts

Annie Dumas

Quinnipiac University

Liam Ford

College of Charleston

Brooks Gingrich

University of Pennsylvania

Anna Grieco

Iona College

Matthew Griffin

University of Rhode Island

Will Jordan

Hamilton College

Victoria LaGasse

Worcester State University

Samantha Leone

Roger Williams University

Charlie Lyons

Middlesex Community College

Cameron Marcoulier

Marist College

Matthew McEvoy

University of New Hampshire

Alex Osetek

Santa Clara University

Joey Polny

Wentworth Institute

Thomas Polutchko

Carnegie Mellon University

Garrett Powers

Quinsigamond Community College

Sara M. Powers

Worcester State University

Spencer Rabidou

University of Massachusetts, Lowell

Joseph Sullivan

University of Colorado at Boulder

17

We have a wonderful parish, one that reaches out to people in need, comforts those
in trouble or suffering grief, builds a strong foundation of faith for its children, and
celebrates God’s promise of life at each and every Mass. You make it wonderful,
with your prayers, your presence and your gifts.

St. Matthew’s thanks you for your steadfast support!
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